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Mr. Stephen Farley 
CH2MHill 
155Grand Ave, Suite 800 
P.O. Box 12681 
Oakland CA 94604-2681 

RE: January 19, 2011 Notification of Self Implementing Cleanup for Building 688 Pits 
Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) Site in Investigation Area (IA) C2, Former Mare Island Naval 
Shipyard, Vallejo, California 

Dear Mr. Farley: 

EPA has reviewed your proposed cleanup plan dated January 19, 2011 for Building 688 Pits, 
proposing a contingency approach to achieving TSCA closure in advance of complete 
characterization. To the extent that PCB concentrations do not exceed 100 mg/kg, EPA concurs 
with the clean up approach outlined in your January 19, 2011 Notification. However, if higher 
concentrations are found requiring closure under risk based disposal approval provisions of 40 
CFR 761,61(c) additional notification will be required. 

Building 688 was formerly used as a steam test plant and is currently leased to an industrial 
tenant. The site addressed in this notification refers to the ten subsurface pits below the floor of 
the building, ranging in depth from 1.5 to 20 feet deep, covered by steel plates, CH2M Hill 
believes the pits are lined and not in communication with groundwater, based upon static water 
level measurements. Six of the pits have been sampled for PCBs in sediments; the results ranged 
from non-detect to 22 mg/kg. Four pits remain to be characterized. 

CH2M Hill proposes to remove the steel plates and remove and dispose of water and sediments, 
inspect and power wash the pit bottoms and collect a composite verification sample from the 
bottom of each pit. If the pit is not lined, samples will be collected from the soils after the 
overlying sediment is removed. If bottom sediments are in contact with pit walls, or if stains are 
visible on the pit walls, the side walls will also be sampled for PCBs. After sampling, the 1.5 
foot deep pits (numbers 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8) will be backfilled with concrete. The deeper pits will 
have their steel plates replaced if they are found to meet the TSCA cleanup goal of 1 mg/kg for 
unrestricted use. Where the 1 mg/kg cleanup standard is exceeded, the pits will be addressed as 
follows: 

Alternative 1: Where total PCB concentration is less than 10 mg/kg and the average total 
concentration is less than 5 mg/kg, the pit will be closed in accordance with Paragraph 8(b)(2) of 
the CA/FO and an industrial use deed restriction will be placed on the pit. 



Alternative 2: Where the total PCB is below 10 mg/kg the pit will be capped with a foot of 
concrete in accordance with Paragraph 8(a)(i)(B) of the CA/FO and 40 CFR761.61(a)(7), and a 
deed restriction will be placed on the pit, . ' 

Alternative 3: Where the total PCB concentration is less than 25 mg/kg the pit will be closed as 
a low occupancy site with a deed restriction, in accordance with Paragraph 8(a)(ii)(B) of the 
CA/FO. 

Alternative 4: Where total PCB concentrations are greater than 25 mg/kg and less than or equal 
to 50 mg/kg the pit will be closed as a low-occupancy site in accordance with Paragraph 
8(a)(ii)(B) and will be secured with a fence and marked with the ML mark with the requirement 
of a deed restriction limiting the pit to low occupancy. 

Alternative 5: At locations where total PCB concentrations are greater than 25 mg/kg and less 
than 100 mg/kg the pit will be capped in accordance with Paragraph 8(a)(ii)(B) of the CA/FO and 
40 CFR 761,61(a)(7) with a deed'restriction limiting the pit to low occupancy and an operations 
and maintenance plan to maintain the cap. 

The closure approach above follows the Default Substantive Cleanup requirements specified in 
the 2001 Consent Agreement and Final Order, and does not specify action to be taken if pit 
sidewalls are found to be contaminated, or if PCB concentrations exceed 100 mg/kg. Please 
notify EPA if further action is necessary. 

Please contact Carolyn d'Almeida at (415) 972-3150 ifyou have any questions about this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Angeles Herrera 
Assistant Director 
Federal Facilities and Site Cleanup Branch 

cc: Janet Naito, DTSC 


